Ben Collen (1978 Collen ( -2018 Inspirational conservation scientist.
B
en Collen, who has died aged 40 after an intensely brave 16-month battle with bone cancer, was a leading conservation biologist, a passionate advocate for wildlife and wild places, and an inspirational figure in the ecology and conservation communities. Ben's research focused on assessing and understanding the precipitous loss of wildlife across the world, in particular developing indicators of population size and extinction risk to better track the ecological health of our planet. These indicators have already been used at the highest levels of policy in setting global agendas, which testifies to Ben's calm ability to successfully negotiate that most difficult of interfaces: between science and policy. Despite the serious nature of the subject -and even throughout his illness -Ben showed how much fun a scientific career can be, inspiring students and colleagues alike with his generous nature, kind support and mischievous spirit.
Ben's research melded his clear thinking about which questions are truly important with a shrewd eye for which were tractable. For example, seeing that invertebrates and freshwater biodiversity were often ignored when formulating global conservation strategies, Ben led ambitious first global assessments of their conservation status; likewise, he showed how using a samplebased approach with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List could provide information on extinction risk patterns beyond a few comprehensively assessed taxonomic groups, in a cost-effective way. His many contributions to biodiversity monitoring and conservation science were recognized in 2014, when he was awarded the Marsh Award for Conservation Biology.
Ben grew up in the Norfolk countryside with his two sisters, where he showed an interest in wildlife and wild places from an early age. 317-327; 2009 ). The LPI had initially been developed in the late 1990s as an 'index tracker' aiming to sensitively reflect temporal trends in vertebrate population sizes, and already had considerable policy traction, but needed an overhaul. Ben turned his statistical and macroecological expertise to good effect, putting LPI's inference on a much sounder footing, revolutionizing the workflow for incorporating and analysing new data, and engaging a wide range of partners.
The remodelled LPI has become one of the world's main ways of tracking the state of the natural world, providing a powerful and sobering assessment of the ongoing decline in wild nature. Ben also helped to develop national and samplebased approaches to assessing extinction risk; this work has motivated IUCN Red List assessments of many species in other taxonomic groups, and has enabled the Red List to provide more and better information to governments, non-governmental organizations and other conservation planners. These indicators have fed into landmark syntheses of the state of the natural world, in many of which Ben e-mail: kate.e.jones@ucl.ac.uk; andy.purvis@nhm.ac.uk Published online: 9 July 2018 https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-018-0621-4
